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Geneva, July 31st 2008 
 

Announcement: 1st Winter  School on Practical Quantum 
Cryptography taking place in January 2009 in the Swiss Alps 

 
Dear Madam, dear Sir, 
 
id Quantique is proud to announce the 1st Winter School on Quantum Cryptography. The goal of this 
Winter School is to introduce, to a general audience of physicists and computer scientists with little 
or no background in practical quantum cryptography, this exciting topic in a relaxed and stimulating 
atmosphere. Special emphasis will be put on practical quantum cryptography system design. The 
emerging applications of this promising technology will also be discussed. 
By including hands-on tutorials, the Winter School will offer participants the unique opportunity to 
learn to operate a real quantum cryptography system, as well as single-photon detectors. 
In order to maximize the possibility to interact with instructors and to allow intensive hands-on 
tutorials, the number of participants is limited to 16. Applications will be accepted on a first come, 
first served basis. 
 
Dates: �  Monday January 19 to Thursday January 22, 2009 
 (Arrival on Sunday afternoon and departure on Friday morning.) 

Location: �  Les Diablerets in the Swiss Alps 
 (more information available on: www.diablerets.ch) 

Instructors: �  Members of the id Quantique R&D team 

Key Note Speaker : �  Professor Nicolas Gisin, University of Geneva 

Pr ice: �  EURO 2’900.- per participant 
 (This amount includes board and accommodation, course participation, 

teaching materials, and recreational activities. It does not include travel to 
and from Les Diablerets.) 

Cer tificate: �  Granted upon completion of the Winter School 

Application: �  Before September 15th, 2008 
 (The number of participant is limited to 16. Applications will be accepted on 

a first come, first served basis.) 
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Come join us in Les Diablerets next winter! This Winter School is a unique opportunity to learn 
about state-of-the-art practical quantum cryptography and gain hands-on experience. The program 
will also allow participants to network and socialize, while discovering winter sports such as 
downhill skiing or snowshoe hiking in a beautiful Swiss Alps winter landscape. 
 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grégoire Ribordy and Léonard Widmer 
id Quantique 
Ph : +41-22-301 83 71 
leonard.widmer@idquantique.com
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1st Winter  School on Practical Quantum Cryptography in the Swiss Alps 

Preliminary Program at a Glance 

Sunday Monday Tuesday
Jan. 18th 2009 Jan. 19th 2009 Jan. 20th 2009

7:30 - 8:30 Breakfast Breakfast

8:30 - 9:15
Course 1

Introduction to Cryptography
Course 7

Components for QC 1

9:25 - 10:10
Course 2

Introduction to QC 1
Course 8

Components for QC 2

10:20 - 11:05 Introduction to QC 2
Course 9

Components for QC 3

11:15 - 12:00
Course 4

QC Protocols
Course 10

Components for QC 4

12:00 - 16:00
Lunch and

Recreational Activities
Lunch and

Recreational Activities

17:00 - 17:45
Course 5

Quantum Eavesdropping
Course 11

Key Distillation 1

17:55 - 18:40
Course 6

Security Proofs
Course 12

Key Distillation 2

19:00 - 20:30 Dinner Dinner Dinner

20:30 - 22:30

Key Note Address
"The Future of Quantum  

Com m unications "
Prof. Nicolas  Gis in

Hands-on tutorial or study time Hands-on tutorial or study time

Registration

 
Wednesday Thursday Friday

Jan. 21st 2009 Jan 22nd 2009 Jan 23rd 2009

7:30 - 8:30 Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast

8:30 - 9:15
Course 13

QC System Design 1
Course 19

Example of QC System 1
End of the Winter School

9:25 - 10:10
Course 14

QC System Design 2
Course 20

Example of QC System 2

10:20 - 11:05
Course 15

QC System Design 3
Course 21

Recent Developments 1

11:15 - 12:00
Course 16

QC System Design 4
Course 22

Recent Developments 2

12:00 - 16:00
Lunch and

Recreational Activities
Lunch and

Recreational Activities

17:00 - 17:45
Course 17

QC System Design 5
Course 23

Commercial QC Solutions

17:55 - 18:40
Course 18

QC System Design 6
Course 24

QC Applications and Market 

19:00 - 20:30 Dinner Dinner

20:30 - 22:30 Hands-on tutorial or study time "Sw iss Party"
 

 
Notes 

·  For hands-on tutorials, participants will work in groups. Each group will take part in the 
following tutorials: Tutorial 1 – Single-photon detection, and Tutorial 2 – Experimental 
Quantum Key Distribution. 

·  The courses will not focus solely on id Quantique’s products, but will use them for 
illustrative purposes. 
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1st Winter  School on Practical Quantum Cryptography in the Swiss Alps 

 

Les Diablerets (www.diablerets.ch) 
 

                     
 

Presentation 
Enjoy the pure mountain air  in a charming family resor t at the foot of a magnificent glacier . 
Les Diablerets is an unspoiled country village set amid spectacular  Alpine scenery. 
Majestic summits, pr istine forests... Les Diablerets has done such a good job of meeting the 
needs of tour ism that visitors feel r ight at home! 
In winter, the mountain offers you all the pleasures of skiing, snow and meeting family or friends: Alpine skiing and 
snowboarding, but also cross-country skiing, snowshoes or hikes, day or night sledge runs, ice-skating or curling, 
swimming-pool and other sports or fun activities. In summer, the numerous beautiful landscapes of our valley guarantee 
you will enjoy sun and pure air. Hikes, mountain biking, Via Ferrata, husky rides and snow bus on the glacier as well as 
fun sports guarantee you well being, fun and a unique experience. The Alpine Coaster, on the glacier, with its ten curves, 
six waves, three jumps, two bridges and a 520-degree loop await those who dare 

 
History (Les Diablerets... a century of tour ism!) 
In the latter  half of the 19th century, the development of means of communication, roads, post, 
railway had two immediate consequences... 
Increased contacts with towns in the plain and the rapid expansion of tourism, due to the construction of various hotels 
and guesthouses. By 1867 horse-drawn coaches and carts could reach le Plan des Isles. This meant that timber could be 
exported and increasing numbers of tourists could come to enjoy the fresh, pure air and magnificent peaks. This led to a 
tourist board being set up in 1888 (now called Diablerets Tourisme). 
 
 

 



 

 

id Quantique SA • Ch. de la Marbrerie 3 • CH-1227 Carouge • Switzerland 

Ph.: +41 (0)22 301 83 71 • Fax: +41 (0)22 301 83 79 • www.idquantique.com • info@idquantique.com 

 

 

1st Winter  School on Practical Quantum 
Cryptography in the Swiss Alps 

 

Fax Back Answer Sheet 
�  Yes, I will attend the “1st Winter School on Practical Quantum Cryptography”  

from Sunday January 18 to Friday January 23, 2009 for EURO 2’900.-�
 This fee includes: 

·  Board and accommodation (5 nights, single room in a ***  hotel). 
·  Course participation 
·  Teaching materials 
·  Recreational activities (various winter sports) 
This fee does not include travel to and from Les Diablerets. 
This amount must be paid in full to id Quantique by November 30th, 2008 and is 
nonrefundable. 
 

�  I cannot attend the Winter School on Practical Quantum Cryptography but would 
like to be informed of future events. 

 
To be returned by September 15th, 2008 at the latest 
Fax:  +41-22-301 83 79 
Email: info@idquantique.com  
 

Company/Organization:  ....……………………………………….……………. 

Name:   …………………………….,  Surname: …………………………. 

Address:   …………………………………………………………………….. 

City    ……………………………, Country: ...……………………….. 

Tel. No.:  ……………………………  Fax. No.: …………………………. 

Email: ………………………………... 

Comments 

………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………….. 


